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Barb Galloway and Donna Luckett perform in one of their monthly shows at McMenamins Hotel Oregon in McMinnville. Next month, the duo will celebrate the release of Galloway's new CD, "A Simple Kind of Life."
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here's a gentle tug of war these women play. You don't even have to listen to "Simple Kind of Life," to see it. 





It's on the cover. 





That's Portland's Barb Galloway, guitar corked comfortably on her lap, a humble - even apologetic - smile across her face. The cover's text indicates this is her album. Her latest release. Her music. 





Swing open the jewel case, though, and there's a different feeling. 





Another woman joins the picture, and Galloway seems soothed for the company. Her smile's a bit more natural. 





Enter Donna Luckett. Bassist. Manager. Promoter. Partner. 





The cover was a compromise. Galloway didn't like the idea of being the poster woman. She didn't want top billing. She's more comfortable sharing the CD, sharing the stage, sharing the attention. 





She's happier being "Galloway & Luckett." 





And Luckett - comfortable mugging it up for the camera, at ease in the spotlight - would be happy to share, too. 





If that was the best thing for her partner. 





"She's the talent here. I'm the support person," Luckett said. "I've always viewed the CD as Barb's. And me, I'm more a part of the band." 





Galloway's been performing professionally for 35 years. Luckett - whose relatively scanty musical history included a stint in her high school marching band - picked up the bass only 10 years ago at Galloway's request. 





Luckett's adept at the thick strings, even impressive when things get moving at blue grass pace. But she stays a modest musical distance behind Galloway's lead throughout "Life," for which the duo is holding a release party at Hotel Oregon on Oct. 18. 





If the CD takes off, Luckett hopes to fall even further into the background. 





"My ideal is that we get Barb to a level of performance that I can hire a bass player of her caliber," Luckett said. "I'm a good bass player for what I do, but I don't have 35 years behind me. She deserves better." 





Galloway wouldn't mind touching that level of success, but she speaks in terms of "we." 





"We may at some point get back on the road to do some more touring." 





"We would like to see some national exposure." 





It's not a point of contention. There are no arguments about it. 





But Luckett gives a little push to her partner. 





And Galloway gives a little resistance back. 





Slowly and steadily the music moves forward. It's a little jazz, a lot of blues, a little country and some bluegrass. 





Galloway is a Portland native, but she draws on her partner's Tennessee roots. The title track on the new album alludes to a couple with "80 acres, 10 miles out of town É still farming after three generations." It's Luckett's family. 





Everywhere she looked, Galloway was seeing people living similarly simple lives. A trailer park on her route to work. A neighbor with no computer, no cell phone, no dishwasher. A homeless man looking to hop a train to who-knows-where. 





And her favorite memories come not from playing before thousands of people, but from inexpensive road tours with Luckett and the couple's two dogs. Two songs on the album, "Cedar's Sundance" and "Kellah's Tune," are about those dogs. 





And another, "Waltz for Donna," is for her bassist. Her manager. Her promoter. Her partner. 





The woman who pushes her to look past a simple kind of life. 





The one who makes her smile come naturally. 





